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HOMILY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER/Cycle-A 

“Handing it Over to The One Who Holds Us Already” 
(Fr. Trey Nelson. St. Jude the Apostle. Baton Rouge, Louisiana.) 

 

Thank you for joining us again today.  As a reminder, this Mass will 
be posted to this YouTube channel and available today and 
throughout the coming week for your prayer and reflection. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS- Before today’s homily, I think it would be 
prudent to mention a few thoughts about life as we know it now 
and life as it may be when we are able to finally return here for 
Mass.  Please note that these are simply thoughts about how some 
things will be and how some things may be. 
 
The decision of when to begin publicly celebrating Mass again, as 
well as the decision of how to do it, will come to us from our 
bishop.  This decision has not come yet.  Work is being done, both 
here at St. Jude and at the diocesan level, in preparation for a 
return.  However, our return—here in the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge—will be determined by our bishop and communicated with 
us by him directly.  You may have heard that some dioceses in the 
State have made the decision to allow Mass during the week of 10 
persons or less and to allow Mass on the weekend, as long as it is 
celebrated outdoors.  In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, we will not be 
doing this.  The primary reason continues to be simple: health and 
safety. 
 
Here’s what we do know: whenever we do return, it will be 
different, at least for a while.  We will be taking specific 
precautions, such as, perhaps, limiting the number of people in 
church at one time.  Some of these precautions will be temporary; 
some of them will be permanent.  For example, creating a healthy 
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space in which to worship, fostering good hygiene, and so on will 
always be a part of who we are and how we operate. 
 
Here’s what we do not know: we do not know when we will be able 
to come back.  We do not know what, if any, limitations might be 
placed on that.  And so on.  Obviously, the “what we do not know” 
part of this is greater than the “what we do know” part.  I do 
promise you that we, as a staff, will do everything within our power 
to keep you updated and to prepare for our eventual return as 
adequately as possible. 
 
If you have not done so already, you may wish to watch the weekly 
PARISH AND SCHOOL UPDATE which our principal, Mrs. Gardiner 
and myself, recorded a few days ago and posted to this channel.  
While most of the information has to do with the end of the school 
year and looking to the next year, some of the information speaks 
to the eventual return to Mass. 
 
Lastly, for those families who have lost loved ones during this time, 
we are planning a special memorial Mass, to which you and  your 
families will be invited.  This, more than likely, will not take place 
before the end of the summer. 
 
I apologize for making announcements during Mass, but this is the 
one moment during which we are more connected with more of 
you than any other during the week at this time. 
 
 
REFLECTION- And, now, if we could, I’d like to switch gears to the 
scriptures today.  Prior to the stay-at-home ordinance, I, like all of 
you, had so many events on my calendar for the remainder of the 
year, and into the Fall.  I did not delete any of those.  So, one of the 
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things that has been happening all along, is that of my cell phone 
giving me alerts and reminders of “when I should be where” and so 
on.  For example, yesterday afternoon, at 3:45pm, the phone made 
its little reminder sound (which for me is the sound of a golf swing), 
and said across the screen, “REMINDER, YOU HAVE MASS IN 15 
MINUTES.”  That, again, was a strange feeling, as it has been all 
along.  This weekend, though, the reminders brought with them 
another sobering reminder and a wide range of emotions.  I don’t 
know if you realize it or not, but this is what the parish schedule 
(and my schedule) looked like before we were asked to close our 
offices, stop the celebration of public Mass, and asked to stay 
home: 
 

• Friday night wedding rehearsal… 

• Saturday 2 marriage prep appointments… 

• Saturday wedding… 

• Saturday confessions… 

• Saturday Mass… 

• Saturday evening marriage blessing and party after… 

• Sunday, Mass, Mass, and Mass again… 

• And Sunday afternoon—today at 3:00pm—First Eucharist… 
 
And this past Friday, although not scheduled in advance, obviously, 
we would have been able to celebrate Mrs. Verna Price’s funeral 
Mass here.  Instead, we celebrated a simple Rite of Committal at 
her graveside. 
 
This week would have also been the last day of school for many of 
our graduates as well. 
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To all of you who have been affected directly by present 
circumstances, know that we will eventually celebrate: 
 

• Weddings are being rescheduled… 

• First Eucharist and our Eighth Grade Graduation as well… 

• And so on… 
 
But, in the meantime, I want to say “thank you” to those directly 
affected, for your patience, your flexibility, but most of all—for 
your faith.  Because, whether you realize it or not, in this 
“adapting” you have modeled for us what Christ himself modeled 
for us. 
 
Scripture tells us today, that, “Beloved, if you are patient when 
you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God. For 
to this you have been called.”  What this means is, that, when we 
respond to suffering and the interruptions in life with an attitude of 
patience, trust, and acceptance—we discover a new strength in us, 
strength that we may not have even known we had.  Surely, we will 
be angry and frustrated and sad and scared along the way, but if 
we suffer patiently, with hope, we will come to a new place. 
 
Ever since this whole thing started, pretty much every week here, 
whether I was preaching or whether it was Deacon James, we have 
been reminded again and again that the only way to endure such 
things is to let go.  We must be willing to do on a daily basis what 
Jesus himself did.  Saint Peter writes today and tells us, that, 
“When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one 
who judges justly.” This was for him and is for us the only way. 
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Think about it like this.  Every morning when you and I get up, we 
“give ourselves over to” things and other people.  We do.   
 

• We give ourselves over to work, maybe too much… 

• We give ourselves over to digital connection…maybe too much… 

• We give ourselves, at times, over to pleasure, maybe too much… 

• We give ourselves over to the pressure that others place on us… 

• And we give ourselves over to God, maybe not enough… 

 
Any time in my own life, whenever I have found myself faced with 
the need to, as we said last week, “let go and let God,” I come to 
realize that there really is no finish-line when it comes to 
dependence on God.  We “hand ourselves over” (along with our 
worries, our desires, and our preset plans) to God, only to find out 
that we will need to continually do this—again and again. 
 
Have you and I, during this time, been able to do this?  Have we 
been able to give ourselves more freely over to God?  More 
patiently toward each other?  Have we been able to give ourselves 
over to the reality that there is only so much in life over which we 
have control?   
 
I’m sure that, in many ways, we have.  I’m sure that, in other ways, 
we need to be better at it. 
 
CONCLUSION- Prior to this, all of us—every single one of us—held 
on to so many things.  We have, perhaps, held-on too tightly.  This 
will continue to be an opportunity for us to, reprioritize, to consider 
what matters the most and live focused on that.  This is an 
opportunity for us to place ourselves even more so into the hands 
of The One who has held us all along—The One who will continue 
to do so. 


